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Dear Friends, 

My typical snail mail and social media birthday greeting is: “Seize the 

birthday! May your eyes be open to every blessing it holds.” We are all 

blessed, every one of us. There is a blessing to be found in every 

circumstance, even the most frightening or painful. In fact, in times 

that feel unusually unsettled or relentlessly disturbing, focusing on the 

often surprising and unceasingly ways in which God blesses us, is a 

helpful spiritual discipline. These blessings, be they unexpected 

sources of support, much-needed insight, moments of joy, exhaled 

breaths of relief, or astonishingly beautiful landscapes, are personally 

meaningless unless our eyes are open to them and our souls are 

counting them. 

 

Not surprisingly, I have been doing a lot of looking back on my time 

with you over the last sixteen years. How blessed I feel. My life has 

been touched by blessings great and small in the form of kindnesses, 

creativities, laughter and tears, the experiences I’ve had the privilege 

of sharing with you. Thanks to many of you who have sent thoughtful 

notes. I cherish each one.  

 

I’ll be with you two more months and, as I said in my parting letter, I 

hope to enjoy every moment of the time I have left with you. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Sarah 
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JOHN MURRAY SOCIETY 

Diaconate & Hospitality news 

 

Stewardship news 

Have you ever thought about giving some of your time to the church without making a huge commitment? 

There are many ways to do this, but we have two crucial ongoing needs for volunteers every Sunday: 

Specifically, Lay Leadership and Hosts for Coffee Hour. 
 

Lay Leadership entails leading the call to worship (which the pastor writes) and giving the Invocation. The 

Invocation is a short prayer or poem that calls forth or entreats the presence of God. You can chose an 

invocation that matches the message of the day, or one that calls to you personally. It is not necessary to 

write the Invocation yourself. Our library is a wonderful resource for prayer books, and there is always the 

internet. 
 

Hosting Coffee Hour is a fun way to interact with people in the church. It is something you can do with a 

family member or friend. Our Chair of the Hospitality and Fellowship Committee writes, “First, I want to 

thank everyone who has hosted a Coffee Hour this year! It really means a lot and is an important part of 

our fellowship together. I know I look forward to it every Sunday. Just a reminder for those who are 

considering hosting, please know that whatever you decide to bring is most appreciated. Your offering can 

be as simple as granola bars and fruit, or if you want to provide something more elaborate, go for it! No 

matter what, everything is welcome and appreciated.  So if you haven’t yet hosted a Coffee Hour, please 

consider doing so. Call if you have any questions or need a little help.” Susan Reynolds 

The Stewardship Committee is making prepara-

tions for the fall campaign. It is directed toward 

pledging for the 2020 operating budget of the 

church. You’ll be hearing from us later in the fall. 

For 2019, over $261,000 was pledged, and this 

enabled the 2019 budget that supports all the cur-

rent programs and activities of our congregation. 

Continued support is essential for our community 

of members and friends to share God's blessings 

in 2020.   

For me personally, the music in our church holds 

great meaning...the wonderful choir, our 

superb organist, the Bells... all are especially inspir-

ing for me. What about you? What inspires 

your love and support of our church and its mis-

sion? The outreach to our local community and 

mission work around the world, the food pantry, 

the welcome we extend to summer visitors and 

new residents, the youth programs and Sunday 

school… study, discussion, camaraderie and 

worship. All of these and more are part of doing 

God’s work in our world. And all of this needs, 

and receives, our support while we are here to 

give it. By remembering the church in your will, 

you become a member of The John Murray Socie-

ty, recognizing that you have made a gift to 

the Congregational Church of Boothbay Harbor. 

It’s easy to do, and gifts of all sizes can do great 

things. For more information on ways to 

continue your annual giving, Please feel free to 

contact one of us for more information. 

Check out our webpage 

at: www.congochurchbbh.org/johnmurraysociety 

  

JMS Steering Committee Members: Peggy Pinkham, 

Sarah Foulger, Alex Logan, Sandra Leonard, and Ron 

Ross. 

New members 
will be received 
on Sunday dur-
ing worship, 

September 29. A new member class will 
take place on Sunday following worship, 
Sunday, September 22 in the church li-
brary. If you are interested in joining the 
church, please contact Sarah Foulger at the 
church office (633-4757) or email her at:  
sarahfoulger@gmail.com  

http://www.congochurchbbh.org/johnmurraysociety
mailto:sarahfoulger@gmail.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL news 

ADULT  EDUCATION 

Confucius, Buddha, Jesus,  

and Muhammad 
 

A 36 lesson course taught by Dr. Mark W. 

Muesse, Chair of Religious Studies at Rhodes 

College, leads us in exploring the lives, times, and 

impact of four of the most influential persons in 

history. The course will be facilitated by Betty and 

Ted Repa and begins with a ½ hour cd lecture 

followed by a ½ hour guided discussion. An 

optional course guidebook and transcript is 

available for purchase of $20.  We meet Sunday 

mornings in the library from 8:25 to 9:25 AM. 

 

Classes will resume September 8th 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 

9/8 Lecture 26 Arabia: The Days of 

Ignorance 

9/15 Lecture 27 The Trustworthy One 

9/22 Lecture 28 “I Am Only a Messenger”  

9/29 Lecture 29 Madinah 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Please join me in welcoming back our Sunday School students on Sunday, September 

8th, Rally Day! After church please join the Sunday School families in our annual ALL 

CHURCH BBQ. We will be grilling up burgers and hotdogs for the start of our 2019

-2020 Sunday School year. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! There is a sign up sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall for salads, slaws, sides, and of course, desserts!!   
 

If you have any questions please contact Magen at congokids@gmail.com  
 

I hope to see everyone there!!  ~Magen 

Come meet the new Youth Ministry Coordinators 

on Sunday, September 8 following worship 

(11:15ish) in the library. Please welcome SR High 

advisors, Anna Adams and Tory Paxson, and JR 

High advisors, Amanda Cotier and Lindsey Fergo-

la. We will all grab a bite to eat at the All Church 

BBQ to celebrate Rally Day and then separate in-

to two groups to set goals and get to know each 

other better. We can’t wait to meet all of you and 

we look forward to a fun and productive year! 

Thank You Summer Singers! 

Welcome Back Choir! 
 

Throughout the 

summer our worship 

services have been 

graced with beautiful 

choral music offered by 

a multitude of singers. 

Some have sung for 

every service and some have dropped in for the 

one service while they are in town but each 

week everyone has tried hard to take an 

ordinary piece of music and change it into 

something special. Thank you to every one who 

has shared your time and talent with us! 

 

Regular choir rehearsals will 

begin on Thursday, 

September 5th at 7:30 in the 

sanctuary.  The Choir will 

begin singing for Sunday 

morning worship on Sunday, 

September 8th.  All are 

welcome to sing with our 

choir. You do not need to sing for every 

Sunday but you are asked to attend rehearsal 

on the Thursday before you sing for 

worship.   Recent research has determined 

what so many singers already know - that 

people are happy when they are singing and 

that when people sing together with others 

they are even happier.   

Come and share the fun! 

mailto:congokids@gmail.com
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Upcoming events & announcements 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION OF  

JEWELRY AND SCARVES FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS FAIR SALE! 
 

 
Please ask your friends for a donation of their 

used and fine jewelry 

For expensive items we will place a “reserve” on 

the sale and return your piece to you if unsold. 

Let us know… 

You can leave your jewelry and scarves in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

FMI contact Alice Mutch | 410-353-3861 | amutch11@gmail.com 

LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP! 
A Journey to the Sultanate of Oman 

Join Rev. Ken Bradsell for a ten-day trip to the beautiful country of Oman 
Leaving USA January 26, 2020-Departing Oman February 5, 2020 

 

$2,350 per person  

Deposit due October 1st 
Group limit is 12. Cost includes lodging, meals, local transportation, lectures, trips, and excursions. 

Airfare is not included 
 

To reserve a place call or email Heather Lorrain or sign up on the bulletin board  

at the Congregational Church of Boothbay Harbor 

207-633-4757  

Reserve a spot no later than September 1, 2019 

For more information and details of the trip check out the Sunday Worship 

bulletin or contact Rev. Ken Bradsell (kbradsell1948@gmail.com;  

207-315-6263 or 201-294-8989) 

The first Women’s Breakfast for 

this season will be held at 

Brown’s on Tuesday, October 1 

at 8:30 AM. There will be a sign 

up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  If 

you find that you are unable to 

attend, remove your name from 

the list by Sunday, September 29, 

or call Arlene Smith, 633-2383.  

PLEASE NOTICE NEW TIME 

CHURCH NIGHTS  
AT THE CAROUSEL 
Thursday, September 12 
Friday, September 13 
Saturday, September 14  
Doors open at 5:30 PM 
“Where Have All the Hippies Gone?” 
$40 admission* 

 

*The reduced rate of $40 includes choice of soft drink/iced tea/iced coffee, chow-
der/ soup/salad, hot entree, dessert, and coffee or tea as well as the stage show 
listed above. Gratuity and beverages from the bar are not included in this price.  

mailto:kbradsell1948@gmail.com
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Upcoming events & announcements 

 MONDAY, 
SEPT. 9 
8 AM AT 

MAMA D’S 

FROM THE TREASURER 

Members and friends of the 

church can now make 

donations directly on our 

church website. A donation 

can be safely and securely 

made with a credit card or 

directly from a checking or 

savings account. Donations 

can be one time, or you can 

set up regular donations to be 

made automatically. Online 

donations count toward your 

pledge, and we also have the 

ability to fundraise for special 

events.  Visit https://

www.congochurchbbh.org/

donate to see how easy it is. 

The church incurs a 2.5% fee 

for this service. Please 

consider including this fee in 

your online donation.    

A Story of Survival  

& Book Signing 

with author Judy Stone 

Thursday, October 17 | 6:30 PM 
Dr. Judy Stone, the daughter of Hungarian survi-

vors of Auschwitz and Dachau, tells the story of 

her family's strength and resilience during some 

the most horrific events of the twentieth century. 

Join her as she shares her family’s story of survival 

and resilience. 

 

The profits from this book will be donated to or-

ganizations that promote Holocaust education.  

World Suicide Prevention Day 

Lighting Candles of Hope 
Tuesday, September 10  

7 PM 
Remembrance Garden 

(weather permitting, we will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall if raining) 

Litany of Lighting Candles for loved ones lost to suicide, 
led by Rev. Sarah Foulger 

Donations will be given to the Opera 

House in Boothbay Harbor. Lincoln 

County musicians will present a 

potpourri of songs from classical to 

operetta to Broadway. Come enjoy an 

afternoon of music while helping arts 

in our area. 

https://www.congochurchbbh.org/donate
https://www.congochurchbbh.org/donate
https://www.congochurchbbh.org/donate
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Monday, Oct. 14th 

4:00 pm Arrive & Settle              
5:00 pm Gather, Overview of Retreat    
6:00 pm Dinner 

7:00 pm Reflection on the Theme: Major Memos 
  from the Minor Prophets 

Tuesday, Oct. 15th 
6:45 am Meditation and Guided Reflection 
8:00 am Breakfast 

9:00 am Morning Prayer & Scripture Study 

10:00 am Coffee/Tea Break 

10:30 am Creative exercise 

11:30 am Sharing 

12:30 pm Lunch 

Afternoon: Reading, Meditative Walk  
  (or sit or nap) 

6:00 pm Dinner 
7:00 pm Minor Prophet Study 

8:00 pm Movie 

Rest, Meditation, Prayer, Quiet Time, Meaningful  
Conversation led by Sarah Foulger 

Monday, October 14th ~  
Wednesday, October 16th 

Major Memos from the Minor Prophets  

Registration for Women’s Retreat: Oct. 14th – 16th   

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Contact Info: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I prefer a private room or to room with: ______________________________________ 

Check enclosed: (circle one)  YES NO 

Room Options: (circle one)  Shared Room $246 Private Room $396 

Please include and food allergies or dietary needs: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday, Oct. 16th                    
 6:45 am Meditation and Guided Reflection 
8:00 am Breakfast 

9:00 am Morning Prayer & Scripture Study 

10:00 am Coffee/Tea Break 

10:30 am Meditative Walk (or sit) 

11:30 am Minor Prophet Study 

12:30 pm Lunch 

1:15 pm Closing Thoughts/Prayer 
 

50% deposit due  
Sunday, September 15th  

  

Checks made payable to: 
Congregational Church of BBH  

(mark ‘Kieve Retreat’ in notation line) 
 

Deliver to the Church Office during office hours or 
leave in the "Drop Box" (left of the counter, on wall) in 

the copy room.  
 

For more information contact Nancy Adams 
633-6791  or Sarah Foulger 633-4757 

’
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10am Worship 
2pm Stan Bolster 
Memorial Service 

2 Labor Day 

 OFFICE CLOSED 

3 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 

4 

  

5 

12pm AA Meeting 

7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

6 
11:30am Food Pan-
try 

7 

  

8 
10am Worship-Rally 
Day! 
11am Rally Day 
Cookout 

11:15am JR & SR 
Youth Groups Meet-
ing-Library 

9 
8am Men's Breakfast 
4:30pm Food Pantry 

10 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
12pm Food Pantry 
Meeting 
5pm Trustees Meet-
ing 
5:30pm Committee 
Night 
7pm World Suicide 
Prevention Day 
Lighting Candles of 

Hope 

11 Patriot Day 
11:30am Gregory 
Wing 

12 
12pm AA Meeting 
5:30pm Church 
Nights at the Carou-
sel 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

13 
11:30am Food Pan-
try 
5:30pm Church 
Nights at the Carou-
sel 

14 
5:30pm Church 
Nights at the Carou-
sel 

15 
10am Worship 
4pm September 
Songbook Concert  

 

Deposit due for 
Women’s Retreat 

16 

  

17 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
8:30am Jewelry 
Table Meeting-
Fellowship Hall 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

18 

  

19 
10am Befrienders 
Meeting 
12pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

20 
11:30am Food Pan-
try 

21 

  

22 
10am Worship 

23 Fall begins 

  

24 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

25 

  

26 
12pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

27 
11:30am Food Pan-
try 

28 

  

29 
10am Worship 

30 

  

 
Did you know?  Our television and internet Sunday morn-
ing viewers really enjoy seeing and recognizing their friends 
in the pews each Sunday.  It makes them feel even more con-
nected to the service.  However, for them to see you, it really 
helps if you sit toward the front of the sanctuary.  If you are 
comfortable, please sit toward the front and enrich the ser-
vice for our viewers at home. Thank you!    
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Congregational Church of  
Boothbay Harbor  
P.0. Box 468  
Boothbay Harbor, Maine  04538 
207-633-4757 

Are You Interested in Joining the 
Church? For more information, 

speak to Sarah Foulger or email her: 
sarahfoulger@gmail.com. 

Email Heather at  

congochurchbbh@outlook.com 

to subscribe to our e-newsletter! 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 10 AM 

Watch Sunday worship at 10 AM LIVE on our 

website or channel 1301 for Spectrum 

subscribers. 

Visit our website for more information 

www.congochurchbbh.org 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 1 Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger HOLY COMMUNION      
       “Vulnerability as a Form of Love” Philippians 2:1-13  
SEPTEMBER 8 Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger  RALLY DAY! Sunday School Begins   
       “Love and Advocacy”  Philemon 1-21  
SEPTEMBER 15 Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger “Love and Mercy”  1 Timothy 1:12-17  
SEPTEMBER 22 Brian Donovan  “Love that Seeks”  Luke 15:1-10 
SEPTEMBER 29 Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger ”Love that Gives”  Luke 16:1-13 
 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 6  Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger WORLD WIDE COMMUNION  
       “Love as Big as the World”  
OCTOBER 13 Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger “Love that Blesses”  Deut. 33:1-34:4 
OCTOBER 20 Guest Preacher: Sandra Leonard LAITY SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 27        Rev. Dr. Sarah Foulger All Saints Focus, Sarah Foulger’s Last Sunday 
       “For the Love of the Saints who Surround Us” 
 
 

mailto:congochurchbbh@outlook.com
http://www.congochurchbbh.org

