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Dear Friends, 
One of the Proverbs (13:12) lifts up the truth that, “Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick.” Hopelessness may become a devastating illness of the soul, for 
individuals and for entire communities. There is a whole generation of young 
people who are short on hope. During their impressionable childhoods, the 
World Trade towers were attacked and when they graduated from College, there 
were no jobs for them. While I don’t have comprehensive data to back up my 
impression of what has happened to them, it seems that many in this generation 
suffer from acute hopelessness, a hopelessness that has led to cynicism, 
disconnectedness, and even addiction. We are called to be a people of hope, holy 
hope, and we are called to share that hope with others. I struggle with how we 
may share our Christian hope with this largely unchurched generation, and I 
welcome your ideas. 
 
During Lent this year (which starts in March), we’re going all in on hope. 
Worship will focus on hope. The Book and Meditation group (Tuesday mornings 
from 6:45-8) will be reading a book entitled, “Apprenticed to Hope,” written by 
Princeton classmate, Julie Neraas. I’m also looking for guest speakers to lead us 
deeper into hope as a special Lenten series. And I’m asking you to send me your 
stories of and thoughts about hope. I will collect these into a devotional 
booklet and add scripture lessons about hope so that, each day during the 40 
days of Lent, you may have a daily dose of life-giving hope. You may drop off 
your written thoughts and stories at the church office or email them to me 
(sarahfoulger@gmail.com).  
 
STORM INSTRUCTIONS: Please remember that, if you lose power this winter, the 
church seldom loses power. You are always welcome to warm up at the church, 
use the bathrooms and kitchen, share a meal, charge your phone, etc. God’s 
house is your house. You are always welcome here, as are your neighbors. 
If there is a storm on a Sunday morning, cancellations will be posted on: Channel 
6, the church website, the church Facebook page, and on the church answering 
machine. If the storm has passed but you are anxious about coming out on 
messy/icy roads, you may always participate at 10 a.m. on Sundays by watching 
BRCTV (Channel 1301), or by going to the church website and clicking on the 
“Click Here to Watch Live” button. We prerecorded worship before the Jan. 20 
storm, and I loved hearing from those of you who not only watched it during the 
storm but sang along!  

 

Grace and peace, 

Sarah 
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TRUSTEES Report 

deacons Report 

We’re excited to report that 2018 wrapped up as expected and we have a robust, balanced budget  

approved for 2019. The Church is financially sound. 

 

We continue to improve safety in the Church with the installation of new door hardware and security  

cameras. 

 

Sandra Leonard is taking the reigns as Senior Trustee and we welcome Jack Heise to our board. We also   

bid Wendy Wolf an appreciative good-bye as she focuses on her selectman’s duties. 

 

Alex is moving to a supporting role as Assistant Treasurer to Jeff Long who is our new Treasurer. We can’t  

really thank Alex enough for all he’s done over the years and to Jeff for relieving him. We should try  

anyway. 

Dear Church Members – The Deacons cordially invite each of you to consider taking a significant role in 

the Sunday service of your choice by presenting the Invocation for that Sunday.   

 

The dictionary defines an INVOCATION as “a form of prayer invoking God’s presence, especially said at 

the beginning of a religious service.” It is not meant to be a lecture or mini-sermon, but simply a short 

prayer request for the spiritual presence of God. It is often crafted with the day’s Scripture or recent 

current events in mind, to set the tone for the service. There are many examples of Invocations in our 

library or on the internet.   

 

A sign-up sheet for Invocations hangs on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, or you can sign up on 

line on our website at www.congochurchbbh.org/signupcentral 

 

Please consider participating in one of our services in this beautiful and meaningful way.  THANK YOU!    
 

ADULT  EDUCATION 

Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, and Muhammad 
A 36 lesson course taught by Dr. Mark W. Muesse, Chair of Religious Studies at Rhodes College, leads us 

in exploring the lives, times, and impact of four of the most influential persons in history. The course will 

be facilitated by Betty and Ted Repa and begins with a ½ hour cd lecture followed by a ½ hour guided dis-

cussion. An optional course guidebook and transcript is available for purchase of $20.  We meet Sunday 

mornings in the library from 8:25 to 9:25 AM. 

**Please note the change in schedule due to the January 20th Snow Day! 
 

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 

2/3 Lecture 4 A Gentleman and a Scholar 

2/10 Class begins at 8 AM. Bring your own coffee and Mini Egg Bites will be served. 

   Lecture 5 Heaven and Earth & Lecture 6 Doing Unto Others 

2/17 Lecture 7 How to Rule a Kingdom 

2/24 Lecture 8 What a Sage Does 

3/3 Lecture 9 Confucius and Confucianism 

3/10 Lecture 10 India at the Time of Buddha 
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL news 

IT’Ss HEIFER HOOTENANNY TIME!! 
 
The Sunday School will be hosting the Heifer Hootenanny on February 10th follow-

ing the church service.  Please join the us to celebrate the hard work the kids have 

done this year to raise money for Heifer International.  The Hootenanny is also a 

way for the Sunday School to say thank you to everyone who has helped us along 

the way!   

 

We will be serving pulled pork, pulled chicken, coleslaw, baked beans and corn bread.  We would like to 

ask our church family again this year if they would make pies for dessert?  There will be a sign up sheet in 

the fellowship hall for all our pie bakers!  We will also be playing Pin The Tale On The Cow, Bobbing For 

Donuts and the all new Potato Sack Race!   

 

Oh and don't forget to dress up in your best cowboy or cowgirl outfit!!  There will be a prize for best 

dressed!!  

 

If you have any questions please contact Magen at congokids@gmail.com 

 

YEE HAW!!  

Hello Friends, 

  

What a great month we have had to start off 2019, and what a great season we have ahead of us. In Janu-

ary, our Senior and Junior Youth groups took a trip to Brunswick to learn from Kate about how the 

Coastal Humane Society is doing its best to care for our furry and feathered friends in our beautiful state. 

As we made treats and learned about their donation based care system our groups were able to get close 

to the numerous adorable animals awaiting the constant love of a caring family. All in all it was an educa-

tional experience for the mind and a fulfilling experience for the soul. 

 

Coming up in February we recognize that with school vacation it would be difficult to plan around so many 

varying schedules. That being said, on the 3rd of February we invite our youth groups to join us  (weather 

permitting) for some fun on the snow laden hills. Sledding and then cocoa back at the church will make for 

an excellent afternoon, so please join us in full snow apparel at 2pm on February 3rd. 

 

Finally, the following Sunday, our youth 

groups are invited to help our smaller friends 

in Sunday School with the Heifer Hootenan-

ny. So after service on Feb. 10th  come on 

down and have hoot and a half. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of 

our Youth and have an amazing February! 

mailto:congokids@gmail.com
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Please consider 
volunteering to do 
an invocation, 
provide flowers for 
worship, or host 
Sunday coffee hour. 
You may sign up on 
the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall or 
online at  

www.congochurchbbh.org/signupcentral. 

HOSPITALITY & FELLOWSHIP 

Upcoming events & announcements 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
BOOKKEEPPER 

Donation Statements for tax year 2018 were sent 
out on Monday, January 14.  Most of you will have 
received them via email (at the address of the 
person who is listed first in our church directory).  If 
you do not have an email address, your statement 
was mailed to your home or P.O. Box.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Kathleen Humphrey 
at bookkeeper-congochurchbbh@outlook.com or 
call the church office on Monday or Thursday. 

On Sunday, January 6, a group of us met after church to discuss what we could do to support our 

local Coast Guard Station. It was decided to host a dinner of some sort. By Tuesday it was decided 

to have a spaghetti dinner that very Saturday. I was asked to take the lead in planning the dinner. 

There was no way of knowing how many people to plan for or if the weather would cooperate. But 

we went ahead anyway! 

 

I was amazed at the offers of help and contributions. I think I really fully understand  the expression 

“heart warming”.  Fleet Davies is my new hero!  We went over all the details and found solutions to 

problems.  We developed a shared expression of “More is better!”.  The more positive feedback we 

got the higher the number of attendees we planned for.  

 

I really did not know how this was going to work out. It truly was a leap of faith that was made pos-

sible by everyone who participated. I am so grateful. I got to work with our usual kitchen crowd and 

to meet new people also.  We were all motivated to help our neighbors at the Coast Guard as they 

have been there to help us when we needed it. 

 

It was a whirlwind to say the least. But it was incredibly successful.  Through our combined efforts 

we raised over $11, 000 from dinner donations and donations mailed or dropped off at the church. 

 

My heartfelt thanks to, Fleet Davies, Sandra Seifert, Rusty Court, Judy Anderson, Carol Osterman, 

Dorothy Ferrell, Barclay Shepard, Dan Bryer, Kirsten and Peter Lynch, Susan and Joe Gelarden, Holly 

Stover, Barbara and Michael Fritz, David Eastwood, Jane Ribble, Bruce MacDonald, Georgia Ireland, 

Diane Randlett, Rimar Reed, Howard Wright, Lois Glaser, Marion Coleman, and Ralph Smith of Boat-

house Bistro for providing the spaghetti sauce and warming equipment. 

 

Gratefully, 

Susan Reynolds 

http://www.congochurchbbh.org/signupcentral
mailto:bookkeeper-congochurchbbh@outlook.com
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Upcoming events & announcements 

TUESDAYS  
6:45 AM 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

BOOK &  

MEDITATION 

MONDAY, FEB. 11TH  
8 AM AT MAMA D’S 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

Women’s Breakfast will be held 

at 8 AM on Tuesday, February 

12th at Mama D’s. Please sign 

up if you plan to attend.  If you 

find that you are unable to at-

tend, remove your name from the list by Sunday, 

February 10th or call Arlene Smith 633-2383. 

 

The Community Lunch program at St. 

Columba’s has been a successful one this 

year. 
 

Our church hosts the first Thursday of 

the month and the other churches host 

the other Thursdays. February and 

March lunches, hosted by us, are both on 

the 7th of each month.  
 

5 soups, 5 interesting breads and 5 finger 

food desserts are needed to serve 

approximately 60 people. Our church 

has good volunteers that set-up, serve 

the lunch and then clean-up. Join us to 

help with the lunch or make a food 

donation of your choice. The lunches are 

free, but contributions to the food bank 

are greatly appreciated. Please join us 

for lunch! A sign-up sheet is posted in 

Fellowship Hall.  

Community  
LUNCH 

At St. Columba’s  

Attention All Pie Bakers! 
  

Our favorite part of the 

Hootenanny is the PIE 

TABLE!  If you are one of 

the many wonderful pie 

bakers in our church we 

would like to ask you to 

bake a pie for our Heifer Hootenanny!   

Bake your favorite flavor to share with your 

favorite church family! There will be a sign 

up sheet in the Fellowship Hall or contact 

Magen with any questions  

congokids@gmail.com 

 
YEE HAW!! 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

Please join us for a celebration of 

Shrove Tuesday with a Pancake Supper 

hosted by the choir.  All you can eat 

pancakes and bacon, served with  

juice and coffee. 

Tuesday, March 5th 

5-6:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

mailto:congokids@gmail.com
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Upcoming events & announcements 

Sunday, February 3rd | 11:30 AM–12:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

“Lord, even as we enjoy  

the Super Bowl football game,  

help us be mindful of those  

without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

On average, the number of families attending the pantry increases during the winter 

months. Last year the BR Food Pantry served 232 separate peninsula families, com-

prised of 530 family members, for a total of over 1190 visits.  

 

Volunteers will be accepting donations at the Boothbay Region Food Pantry on Super 

Bowl Sunday, February 3rd from 11-30 AM-12:30 PM. Drop in with your donations of 

non-perishable food and money gifts. One dollar from your pocket will buy four meals 

from the Good Shepard Food Bank. Checks made payable to Boothbay Region Food 

Pantry. 

& COMFORT 

FOOD DINNER 
SUNDAY, MARCH 31st 

Talent show starts at 4 PM - Dinner to follow 
 

Not to be missed! 
 

Sign up to participate in the talent show 
and/or bring a comfort food dish 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

12pm Food Pantry 

2 Groundhog Day 

 

3  

10am Worship 

2pm Youth Groups 
Sledding at High 
School (tcontingent 
on snow) 

4  

 

5  

6:45am Book & 
Meditation 

7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

6  

 

7  

11:30am Communi-
ty Lunch 

12pm AA Meeting 

7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

8  

12pm Food Pantry 

9  

 

10  

10am Worship 

11am Heifer Hoot-
enanny 

11am Youth 
Groups Help with 
Heifer Hootenanny 

11  

8am Men's Break-
fast 

4:30pm Food Pan-
try 

12  

6:45am Book & 
Meditation 

8am Women's 
Breakfast 

12pm Food Pantry 
Meeting 

5pm Trustees Meet-
ing 

5:30pm Committee 
Night 

7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

13  

11:30am Gregory 
Wing 

14 Valentine's Day 

11:30am Communi-
ty Lunch 

12pm AA Meeting 

7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

15  

12pm Food Pantry 

16  

 

17  

10am Worship 

18 Presidents Day 

OFFICE CLOSED 

19 Heather Vacation 

6:45am Book & 
Meditation 

7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

20 Heather Vacation 

 

21 Heather Vacation 

10am Befrienders 
Meeting 

11:30am Communi-
ty Lunch 

12pm AA Meeting 

7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

22 Heather Vacation 

12pm Food Pantry 

23  

 

24  

10am Worship 

Family Sunday-No 
Sunday School 

25  

 

26  

6:45am Book & 
Meditation 

7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

27  

 

28  

11:30am Communi-
ty Lunch 

12pm AA Meeting 

7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 
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The Congregational Church of  
Boothbay Harbor  
P.0. Box 468  
Boothbay Harbor, Maine  04538 
207-633-4757 

February 3  Communion  
    “The Love Song” 1 Corinthians 13 
     
February 10  “What a Catch”  Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 17  “The Blessings”  Luke 6:17-26 
     
February 24  Guest Minister: Ginger Rickeman 
    Family Sunday-No Sunday School 

Are You Interested in Joining the 
Church? For more information, 

speak to Sarah Foulger or email her: 
sarahfoulger@gmail.com. 

Email Heather at 

congochurchbbh@outlook.com 

to subscribe to our e-newsletter! 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 10 AM 

Visit our website for more information 

www.congochurchbbh.org 

Watch Sunday worship at 10 AM 

LIVE on our website or channel 1301 

for Spectrum subscribers. 

mailto:congochurchbbh@outlook.com
http://www.congochurchbbh.org

