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Dear Friends, 

Two contemporary theologians, Miroslav Volf (Yale University) and 
William Katerberg (Calvin College) argue that we live in a culture of 
ambiguity that “threatens to stifle hope at a personal as well as a social 
level.”1 

They propose, 

Since ‘hope’ is both a central theological category and a component of 
 the ‘cultural capital’ indispensable to human flourishing, it is essential 
 not to squander the language of hope. A major theological and 
 cultural project must be to re-learn the language of hope.2 

Some religious bodies have abandoned hope in favor of a frightening 
apocalyptic vision of the end of the earth. I stand at the other end of the 
hope continuum, clinging to the prophetic vision of spiritual giants like 
Isaiah who imagined a world filled with God’s goodness, a ‘peaceable 
kingdom’ in which, 

The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the 
 young goat; the calf and the young lion will feed together, and a little 
 child will lead them. The cow and the bear will graze. Their young will 
 lie down together, and a lion will eat straw like an ox. A nursing child 
 will play over the snake’s hole; toddlers will reach right over the 
 serpent’s den. They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy 
 mountain. The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of 
 the Lord, just as the water covers the sea. 

Wherever we engage Isaiah’s beloved vision, there is hope to be found. The 
Youth Group compassionately raising funds for our local animal shelter 
gives me hope. Our Wednesday evening “Scriptural Reasoning” 
conversations between Christians, Jews, and our one brave and wonderful 
Muslim neighbor, give me hope. Let us then, in a culture of ambiguity, 
choose hope; let us be people of holy hope; let us be sources of sacred hope 
in the world. 

With love, grace and peace in Christ, 

Sarah 

 
1Volf, Katerberg The Future of Hope (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: Eerdmans) 2004. 
2Ibid.  

THE CROSS & ANCHOR 
THE Congregational Church of Boothbay harbor newsletter 

april 2019 

In This Issue 
 

Deacons Report .................... 2 

Trustees Report ................... 2 

Adult Christian  
Education  ............................... 2 

Sunday School News ........... 3 

Youth Group News ............... 3 

Volunteer Opportunity ...... 3 

Upcoming Events & 
Announcements ................... 4 

Church Calendar................... 7 

Worship Schedule  ............... 8 

Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Sarah M. Foulger 
 

Minister of Music  
Eugenie O’Connell 
 

Children’s Education Director 
Magen Chryplewicz 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Roosevelt “Robo” Bishop 
 

Church Administrator 
Heather Lorrain 
 

Bookkeeper 
Kathleen Humphrey 
bookkeeper-congochurchbbh 
@outlook.com 
Monday & Thursday 
10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
 

125 Townsend Ave. 
P.O. Box 468 
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538 
(207) 633-4757 
www.congochurchbbh.org 
congochurchbbh@outlook.com 

mailto:bookkeeper-congochurchbbh
mailto:bookkeeper-congochurchbbh
http://www.congochurchbbh.org
mailto:congochurchbbh@outlook.com


 

The Cross & Anchor | april 2019 | 2 

TRUSTEES Report 

Deacons Report 

 The Trustees will present the revised Church By-

laws at the meeting of the Congregation after 

church on Sunday, March 31st. The Warrant for 

the meeting is posted on the doors of the Meeting 

House (church building) as well as in an all-church 

email sent out from the office. Copies of the By-

laws will be available on the table in Murray Com-

mons. 
 

The search for an A/V technical person to help 

with the streaming of our Sunday services is on 

going. If anyone knows of someone interested in 

this job, please direct him/her to apply by contact-

ing the church office for more information. The 

feedback from folks watching the service from 

home has been overwhelmingly positive. Kudos to 

all who are making this important outreach possi-

ble. 
 

The Trustees continue to work with the Town of 

Boothbay Harbor to resolve the issue of repairing 

the damaged fence bordering the across the 

street parking. By Spring we hope to have the is-

sue resolved and repairs underway.   
 

      “The winter is past; the rains are over and 

gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season of sing-

ing has come...” - Song of Solomon 

 

Sandra Leonard, Senior Trustee 

ADULT  EDUCATION 

Confucius, Buddha, Jesus,  

and Muhammad 
 

A 36 lesson course taught by Dr. Mark W. 

Muesse, Chair of Religious Studies at Rhodes Col-

lege, leads us in exploring the lives, times, and im-

pact of four of the most influential persons in his-

tory. The course will be facilitated by Betty and 

Ted Repa and begins with a ½ hour cd lecture fol-

lowed by a ½ hour guided discussion. An optional 

course guidebook and transcript is available for 

purchase of $20.  We meet Sunday mornings in 

the library from 8:25 to 9:25 AM. 
 

 

APRIL SCHEDULE 

4/7 Lecture 15 Getting to the Farther Shore 

4/14 8 AM Double Lecture-bring own coffee 

 Lecture 16 How the Buddha Taught 

 Lecture 17 The Buddha and Buddhism 

4/21 EASTER-NO CLASS 

4/28 Lecture 18 The Jewish and Roman  

   Worlds of Jesus 

On March 17, 2019, four new members joined our church family: 
 

Juliette and Ron Cohen – Juliette is an RN who has been in the area for more than 20 years. Ron is re-

tired from the Army National Guard after serving 21 years, including a deployment to Iraq. Together they 

have a business in health care that makes it possible for people to stay in their homes. They have three 

lovely teenagers, all of whom went through confirmation last year, and they are hosting an exchange stu-

dent as well. They own a beautiful black horse named Zenyatta, and 48 chickens! 
 

Leslie Jackson – Leslie was born in Maine, and taught special education for 25 years; 10 years here in a 

self-contained class, and then remedial for 15 years in Skowhegan. She also coached cheerleading for 15 

years. She had three children and lost one.  She grew up around boats and spent summers here sailing. 
 

Kristin Long – The daughter of Ella and Jeff, Kristin was born with her twin in Australia, and started com-

ing to Maine winter and summer as a toddler. She graduated from the Air Force Academy with a degree in 

Aeronautical Engineering, and went on to get her RN after graduation. She had to withdraw from masters 

studies because of illness. She has a rescue dog, Scrappy, and a rescue horse, Watch, and she plays piano, 

guitar, and violin. 
 

Please join with the Board of Deacons in welcoming them all into our community of faith. 
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Volunteer opportunity 

SUNDAY SCHOOL news 

EASTER EGG 
HUNT 
DONATIONS  
 

The Sunday School is hosting 

our annual Easter Egg Hunt 

on Easter Sunday! We are 

collecting donations of individually wrapped candy 

and small treats like stickers and small toys to 

place in the eggs. Please leave donations either in 

the Sunday School room or in the basket in the 

Murray Commons. This is such a fun event for the 

kids! Thank you so much for helping out! 
 

Sunday School parents  

April dates to remember: 

1st Our first Communion. If you were 

 unable to attend the Family 

 Communion Class but would like to 

 participate in our first communion 

 please let me know. 
 

14th The Sunday School kids will be dyeing 

 Easter Eggs. I would like to ask if each 

 family could bring in one dozen hard 

 boiled white eggs to share. 
 

28th Tie Dyeing t-shirts for Children's 

 Sunday!! If you can not attend please let 

 me know so I can make sure we make a  

 t-shirt for your child!! 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions!!  
 

~Magen 

Our Youth Groups pulled together, with the help 

of numerous amazing church members, and deliv-

ered an exceptional, if oddly appearing, St Pat-

rick’s day breakfast! With over three hundred dol-

lars raised through generous donations our youth 

are now looking forward to presenting their hard 

earned funds to the Coastal Humane Society. It 

was instances like that morning that prove to us 

all that perseverance and community is a formula 

that can truly make anything happen. From the 

bottoms of our hearts, thank you for an amazing 

morning. 
 

April 7th 11:00AM  

Youth Groups help stuff Easter eggs for the Sun-

day School Easter Egg Hunt. Pizza will be served! 

 

April 21st 10:15 AM 

Youth Groups help with the Sunday School Easter 

Egg Hunt!  

 

Please email Robo for more information.  

roosevelt.s.bishop@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, May 4th  
8 AM 

Doughnuts & Coffee 
We need volunteers to help wash windows, 

remove scuff marks from walls and doors, deep 
clean kitchen, dust woodwork, etc. Join us for 
doughnuts and coffee, hosted by the trustees, 

before we start the work day! 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
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TUESDAYS  
6:45 AM 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Currently reading,  

“Apprenticed to Hope” by 
Julie Neraas. 

 
Neraas is a Princeton 

classmate of Sarah Foulger 
and a friend of Vicki Haugen 
and Ginger Rickeman from 

their Minnesota church. 

BOOK &  

MEDITATION 

Upcoming events & announcements 

 

&  

Tuesdays at Noon  
in the Church Library 

April 2, 9, 16 
Soup, Bread, and Water will be served 

Sign up to Bring Soup or Bread  
(Please see sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall or 

call the church office: 633-4757). 

Did you know?   
Our television and 
internet Sunday 
morning viewers 
really enjoy seeing 
and recognizing 
their friends in the 
pews each Sun-
day.  It makes them 

feel even more connected to the ser-
vice.  However, for them to see you, it really 
helps if you sit toward the front of the 
sanctuary.  If you are comfortable, please 
sit toward the front and enrich the service 
for our viewers at home. Thank you!    

 

 

Dear Snow Birds, 

(and all other wonderful friends and members of 

the congregation who  will soon come back to us 

from “Away”) 
 

On December 7, 2019 we will again have fun at 

the Church’s Christmas Fair used jewelry sale! 
 

As you get ready to return home to Boothbay 

Harbor, we ask that you consider bringing back 

with you contributions from your jewelry box. 

Any sort of jewelry is helpful - whether it is aged, 

new, or well used. If you have something really 

special we might have a raffle for your piece. 

 

FMI contact Alice Mutch  

410-353-3861  

amutch11@gmail.com 

mailto:amutch11@gmail.com
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Reimagining Our Stories Workshop  

Is there something in your past that haunts you? 
 

A new 8–week session begins on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM-12:30 PM in 

the Church library from April 3rd-May 22nd. No charge. 

 
  

By revising a painful chapter of your life’s story through creative writing activities, you recast your 

part in the narrative—discovering unrecognized strengths and reclaiming a sense of your true 

self—and work free of old beliefs that limit your personal evolution.  
 

We start with a manageable goal: tell your significant story in a new way.  
 

As a participant in the workshop, From Memory to Memoir: Reimagining Our Stories, you will re-

consider an experience or event from your past that continues to exert an influence. By engaging 

with your memory from a variety of perspectives and modalities, and listening to and learning from 

the stories of other workshop participants, you’ll gain fresh insight into your own narrative.   
 

Reimagining Our Stories is a safe space in which to explore deep personal thoughts and experienc-

es. For creativity to thrive, trust is essential. The number of participants is limited, and each is sworn 

to honor and uphold the confidentiality of each other’s writings. There’s no requirement to share 

your writing, but most participants choose to do so. In addition to trust, there is humor and delight. 

By the end of the workshop, you will likely experience a sense of lightness and joyful release.  
 

Workshop leader Barbara Burt is a member of the Transformative Language Arts Network. She 

weaves her background in writing, editing, education, communications, leadership, and music into 

a tapestry of creative encouragement, attentive listening, and empathic caring. While not a thera-

pist, she strongly believes in the therapeutic value of personal narrative. Previous attendees have 

labeled their workshop experiences as “enlightening,” “rewarding,” “constructive,” “reaffirming,” 

“exciting,” and simply “wonderful.”  

 

For more information or to register, email Barb at 

barb@barbspen.com.  

Upcoming events & announcements 
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Upcoming events & announcements 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 8TH   
8 AM AT MAMA D ’S 

 

Please sign up if you plan to attend.  If you find that you 
are unable to attend, remove your name from the list by 

Sunday, April 7th or call Arlene Smith 633-2383. 

Easter Flowers  

As we begin planning for Easter, the Deacons will be ordering spring flowers to decorate the sanctuary. If you 

would like to purchase flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one through the church please complete the 

form below and mail or deliver it to the church office with a check for $15 by Thursday, April 11th. Checks are to 

be made out to the Congregational Church of Boothbay Harbor. We are hoping for a colorful array of Tulips, 

Hyacinths, and Daffodils. If you prefer to purchase your own pot of flowers, please fill out the form below and 

return it to the office by Tuesday, April 16th. Deacons will be arranging the flowers ordered from the Greenhouse 

on Saturday, April 20th. Individually purchased flowers can be dropped off at the church on Saturday or placed 

with the others prior to the 10am Easter Service. 
 

Note: We plan to order only two lilies which will be placed on the side tables and will be treated to reduce the 

allergens that effect some people. 
 

Easter Flowers Order Form 

 

Name: _____________________________________________   Phone #______________________ 

Please check one O Purchase through church (please enclose $15) 

O Provide your own pot of flowers 

Please check one and 

add name of person  

below 

O In honor 

O In Celebration 

O In Memory 

OF:   

I plan to take my flowers after Easter Sunday worship (circle one)        YES            NO 

Please deliver my plant to_____________________________________ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

  

2 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
12pm Feasting on 
Hope 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

3 
10am From Memory 
to Memoir Workshop 
7pm Scriptural Rea-
soning 

4 
12pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

5 
12pm Food Pantry 

6 

  

7 
10am Worship 
11am Youth Groups 
Stuff Easter Eggs, 
Pizza and Discus-
sion 

8 
8am Men's Breakfast 
4:30pm Food Pantry 

9 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
8am Women's 
Breakfast 
12pm Feasting on 
Hope 
12pm Food Pantry 
Meeting 
5pm Trustees Meet-
ing 
5:30pm Committee 
Night 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

10 
10am From Memory 
to Memoir Workshop 
11:30am Gregory 
Wing 

11 
12pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

12 
12pm Food Pantry 

13 

  

14 
10am Worship 

15 Tax Day (Taxes Due) 

  

16 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
12pm Feasting on 
Hope 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

17 
10am From Memory 
to Memoir Workshop 

18 Maundy Thursday 
10am Befrienders 
Meeting 
12pm AA Meeting 

7pm Maundy Thurs-
day Service 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

19 Good Friday 
12pm Food Pantry 

20 

  

21 Easter 
5am Easter Sunrise 
Service 
10am EASTER Wor-
ship 
10:15am Easter Egg 
Hunt/Youth Groups 
Help 

22 Earth Day 

  

23 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

24  
10am From Memory 
to Memoir Workshop 

25  
12pm AA Meeting 
7:30pm Choir Re-
hearsal 

26 Arbor Day 
12pm Food Pantry 

27 

  

28 
10am Worship 

29 

  

30 
6:45am Book & Med-
itation 
7:15pm Bells Re-
hearsal 

 

 

 

 March 
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The Congregational Church of  
Boothbay Harbor  
P.0. Box 468  
Boothbay Harbor, Maine  04538 
207-633-4757 

Are You Interested in Joining the 
Church? For more information, 

speak to Sarah Foulger or email her: 
sarahfoulger@gmail.com. 

Email Heather at 

congochurchbbh@outlook.com 

to subscribe to our e-newsletter! 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 10 AM 

Visit our website for more information 

www.congochurchbbh.org 

Watch Sunday worship at 10 AM 

LIVE on our website or channel 1301 

for Spectrum subscribers. 

April 7  Lent V: Communion  “Defending Hope” 1 Peter 5; Luke 12:4-12 

 
April 28 Guest Minister: Rev. Ken Bradsell 

April 14 10 AM  Palm Sunday  
    “The Courage that Bears Hope”
    Luke 19:28-40 
 

April 18 7 PM  Maundy Thursday  
    Holy Communion and Tenebrae 
 

April 21   Easter 
  5:15 AM Easter Sunrise Service at Ocean 
    Point (2 Trees) 
  10 AM  “Hope as Healing” 
    John 2:1-18; Romans 5:5; 15:13 

mailto:congochurchbbh@outlook.com
http://www.congochurchbbh.org

